belief that is at the heart of Pilgrim. It points us to
the Person who suffered and died on that cross for
us.

Even Pilgrim’s warm, friendly demeanor is a
reflection of the doctrine that’s at the core of
Pilgrim Lutheran. Through the warm relationships
we seek to build with those who visit with us we
hope to come to a point where we might be able to
share what we have. We can do that by pointing to
the cross. We can do that by singing beautiful
hymns whose texts are so overflowing with God’s
grace and mercy that they can fill the hopeless with
that truly good news. We seek to point them to
Jesus.

That’s why the very heart and soul of Pilgrim
Lutheran Church is our doctrine or beliefs. Who
and what we are as a Church all flow from that
central point.

Won't you join us in this journey as we seek to
move forward in the direction God calls us as we
remain centered on His Word and sacraments?
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WHAT MAKES US
WHO WE ARE?

For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them (Ephesians 2:8-10).




W hat makes us who we are?

8o from now on we regard no one from a worldly
point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in
this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone ts
in Christ, he ts a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come! All this is from God, who
reconctled us to Himoelf through Christ and gave
ws the mintstry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to Himoelf in Christ, not
counting men's sins againot them. And He has
committed ko wd the message of reconciliation. We
are therefore Chrut's ambassadors, as though God
were making His appeal through ws. We implore
you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God (2
Corinthians 5:17-20).

What is the one thing that Pilgrim can’t lose and
still be Pilgrim Lutheran Church?

There are truly many things that make Pilgrim
Pilgrim. Music has a long, central role at Pilgrim.
Who can imagine Pilgrim without its Rieger
organ and one of our choirs leading worship on
Sunday? Or can you imagine worshipping at
Pilgrim without the large gold cross hanging
above the altar? I can’t. Pilgrim’s known for
being a warm, friendly place where newcomers
are welcomed and greeted. In fact, people who
are new to Pilgrim quickly find themselves
involved!

However vital all these are to make Pilgrim who
and what we are they don’t make up the very
core of Pilgrim Lutheran Church. Pilgrim’s core
consists of our doctrine and the practice that
flows from that doctrine.

We are more than Pilgrim Church. We are
Pilgrim Lutheran Church. It is that Lutheran
doctrine and our adherence to it that makes us
who we are. As Lutheran Christians we truly
follow those three Reformation solas: sola fide,
sola gratia, and sola scriptura (faith alone, grace
alone, and Scripture alone). Our beliefs come
solely from God’s Word, the Bible. In that Word
we learn that we're saved by grace through faith,
not by what we do or try to do. This grace of
God is received through faith in Jesus Christ as
our Savior and Lord. This is what we preach and
teach.

If you take this doctrine away from Pilgrim
Lutheran Church you end up with Pilgrim
Church —which could be something dramatically
different than who and what we are. This
doctrine is at the core of who and what we are as
a Church. It is our identity.

From the heart of that doctrine come the
practices which flow out of it. Yes, music is
important at Pilgrim. Yet music is a practice that
flows from that doctrine. In fact, it works best
when it carries that doctrine through its beautiful
music and creative, proclaiming lyric.

The cross that hangs so dramatically above
Pilgrim’s altar is important. It's so much more
than merely a piece of art. Located at the focal
point of our attention it’s an expression of the




