About our text

In Jesus’ day and age, following the birth of a son, the mother had to wait forty
days before going to the temple to offer sac-
rifice for purification. If she could not afford
a lamb and a pigeon or dove) then two pi-
geons or doves would be acceptable

d (Leviticus 12:2-8).

: The firstborn of both man and animal were
884 (0 be dedicated to the Lord (see Exodus 13:12

-

Sy -13). The animals were sacrificed, but the
human beings were to serve God throughout their E-‘..'_' |

lives. The Levites actually served in the place of all the
firstborn males in Israel (see Numbers 3:11-13; 8:17-18).

Jesus’ purification followed the usual practice. What
made it unusual were the responses of both Simeon
(known as the “Nunc Dimittis”) and Anna. Here is
more confirmation that there is truly something
special about Jesus. Remember, He saves! I«
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